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that in the eleventh century Gregory VII. tried to
stop the sale of wives in Scotland and in England,
but does not appear to have achieved much success.

The Church was of course equally ready to pro-
mote the claims of property, so that before the
Reformation an extremely complicated system of
annulling marriage had grown up. " Marriage was
prohibited within seven degrees of relationship and
affinity; and none but the astutest students of the
law were able to unravel so complicated a system.
The annulling of marriages, which had been con-
tracted within the prohibited degrees, became a
flourishing business of the Church. No exercise of its
power yielded more money, or caused more scandal.
So tangled was the casuistry respecting marriage
at the beginning of the sixteenth century that it
might be said that, for a sufficient consideration, a
canonical flaw could be found in almost any mar-
riage."1 The terrible complications and uncertainty
as regards marriage which this system produced were
only redeemed by the fact that any children of any
marriage whether annulled or not were regarded as
legitimate, and in this respect the status of the child
was very^much better than under our modern
system.

The Reformation naturally made the confusion
much worse. The facilities for nullity did not
disappear with the Reformation but existed for
some time side by side with a system of parlia-
mentary divorce, and between 1550 and 1600 the
marriage and divorce law was about as uncertain as
it possibly could be. I do not propose to deal with

1 The Family, p. 83.   C. F. and C. F. B. Thwing.